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Promoting Chinese Language & Culture for our next generation 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

2021 Term 3 Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, Caregivers and Students, 

 I hope you are all OK? We know the prolonged lockdown has affected 
us all differently. Many of our families and students have been impacted by the COVID 
outbreak in one way or another, and the temporary movement and gathering restrictions are 
limiting the contact and/or connection with others. However, we would like to thank our 
amazing staff for putting in their best to facilitate optimal learning outcomes for their classes, 
and parents for your encouragements to your child/ren to stay on course in the remote 
learning environment.  

 Even though a staggered return to face-to-face learning will begin on 
the 25th of October for students, however, in consideration of the uncertainty of the COVID 
pandemic, as well as for the safety of all students and staff, the Chinese School will remain 
online until further notice. We appreciate your understanding and flexibility as the saying 
goes, ‘It’s better to be safe than sorry!’ 

 

 We totally understand how hard it is to be coping with the lockdown 
and taking the online class.  However, it is still important to note that the basic etiquette for 
an online lesson should not be ignored.  
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It has come to our attention that some students have demonstrated unacceptable behaviour 
in the Zoom class, e.g. playing virtual games in the background, thus affecting the teachers’ 
and other students’ abilities to teach and learn in a respectful learning environment. We 
would like to encourage parents to have a conversation about online learning etiquettes with 
your child/ren. This would greatly assist us in continuing to facilitate a harmonious learning 
environment during this difficult time. 

 

 
 

2021 Language Study Program for Youth - Distance Learning 
 

Anyone who is 12 years old and above is eligible to join. This is an intensive program designed 
to improve the Chinese listening, speaking, reading, and writing. The registration is open from 
now until 2 weeks before each class starts, or when each batch is full. 

(1) September 27th to November 5th, 2021 (6 weeks, 3 days per week, 2 hours per day, 36 
hours per batch) 

(2) October 2nd to November 21st, 2021 (8 weeks, 2 days per week, 1 hour per day, 30 
hours per batch), every Saturday and Sunday from 3pm to 5pm except October 10th 
(public holiday) 

Contact Su-Lien for more information and/or registration if you are interested. 

 

 Design Competition 

The South Coast Chinese Language School will celebrate its 20th anniversary in year 2022. 
Preparations for the celebration is on the go. We would like to invite ALL our former and 
current students and parents to join us in this significant and memorable year.  

Here, you are required to create an original design for the medal and certificate which 
includes the school’s name and logo, and this will be submitted for the Design Competition.   

Three winners will be announced by the end of term 4.  Details will be published on the school 
website. 
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Please be advised that the YCT and HSK have been postponed due to the COVID lockdown. 
The exam time is rescheduled to early April in 2022. More details will be announced in term 
1 2022. 

 Parents’ Class is back! 

The parents’ class will commence again. We will meet every Monday from 6-8pm to learn 
conversational Chinese via Zoom.  So far, 4 parents have completed their first level after 20 
hours of lessons.  Lessons will start on 4th of October. Contact me if you are keen to take up 
the class! 

 

  Class Teachers’ Report 

Stage 1 – Ms. Sun 

Thanks for all your support this term. It has been a very unusual time for us all, but we 
remained busy with the students actively enjoying their learning regardless of the challenges.  

The transition to remote teaching and learning began a little uneasy, but we soon found our 
rhythm, and were back to learning the fun things about the language. And despite the length 
of class time via Zoom, the students seemed to enjoy the lessons with a nice mix of games 
and activities to keep them all engaged. I have seen some impressive improvement in all the 
students.  

Our theme this term was Leisure Life, in which we learnt to describe our favourite sports and 
hobbies and talk about our weekend activities. Our main aims for this term have been for 
students to become comfortable using Chinese, responding to simple and familiar language 
in songs and cartoon video, and to be able to recognise and write basic Chinese characters. 

A wonderful way to build on these great achievements is to help your child practise them at 
home. Also, there are some good apps that make learning fun while helping to develop their 
language skills. 

Wishing everyone well and stay safe.  See you next term. 
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Stage 2 & 3 ~ Ms. Tan 

The whole of term 3 Chinese class was conducted entirely online owing to the COVID 
pandemic lockdown. I would like to compliment all students for making great efforts to attend 
the online Chinese class every Friday despite some of the technical hiccups faced when using 
the Internet, e.g., limited bandwidth issues, etc. I would also like to express great thanks to 
the more IT-savvy students who patiently helped their fellow classmates to navigate the Zoom 
room and other online learning tools used during class in a smoother and more efficient 
manner.  The term 3 online Chinese class would not have been successful without the willing 
participation, collaboration and coordinated efforts of all students to make the online 
learning environment more conducive and accessible to all regardless of their IT capabilities, 
or any other physical constraints that might have been presented.   

Although we had to reduce the learning contents this term because of some of the online 
learning difficulties, e.g., students’ short attention span in an online environment, the stress 
of learning new online tools and features, etc, we managed to cover most of the lesson topics 
planned for this term. During the first two weeks, we completed the last topic of Subjects and 

Subject Teachers which was a continuation from the theme of School Life in term 2.  Students 
learned to talk about their favourite subjects, and the Stage 3 students went further to 
describe their favourite subject teachers.  

In tandem with the Tokyo Olympics which began in mid-July, we did a special topic The Tokyo 

Olympics and Sports. Students learnt to state the Chinese name of the Tokyo Olympic Games, 
as well as name the host country and some of the top-ranking countries in the Olympics. They 
were also able to state the total number of the gold, silver, and bronze medals on the Olympic 
medal tally. Students learnt to name their favourite sports and had the opportunities to 
design their own Olympic mascots and sport pictograms. In fact, the more capable students 
were encouraged to use the online dictionary or Google translate to search for the Chinese 
names of their favourite sports and shared what they had found with the class.  

We ended term 3 with the topic of Telling Time to prepare students for the theme of Daily 

Life. Students learnt to ask and tell time and the different parts of day. In the final week, we 
did a mini-cultural activity to celebrate the Moon Festival (aka Mid-autumn Festival), one of 
the main traditional Chinese festivals, which falls on the 21st of September. 

Students’ listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills were honed through a variety of 
language practice tasks and activities such as Questions & Answers (Q&A), online & PPT 
games, video clips, oral presentations, and written classwork.  

I am pleased to note that most students have participated actively in all online learning 
activities and tried their best to make the online class a friendly and welcoming environment 
to all.  Thank you and keep your spirits up as we ride through this unusual and difficult time 
of once-in-a-century pandemic.  

Finally, I wish you all a safe and joyous holiday! See you all again in term 4. 
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High School – Ms. Yeh 

Learning in this unit focuses on developing the knowledge, understanding and skills that will 
enable students to talk and write about leisure activities in Chinese. Students will acquire the 
vocabulary, expressions and language structures that allow them to listen, speak, read, write, 
and interpret the visual text in Chinese within this context, and incorporate modelled 
linguistic structures in order to produce a series of related sentences. Students are able to 
talk about their hobbies and interests, as well as how well and how often they spend time 
involving in these activities.  
As for the intermediate level students, Chinese characters are used extensively throughout 
the text and is supported by pinyin to assist character recognition and pronunciation. Pinyin 
is gradually omitted as the students become familiar with the characters and vocabulary. At 
the end of the term, students should be able to talk about what is good on TV, what sort of 
movies they like to watch, and acquire some understanding of Chinese cultural related 
activities such as the Chinese opera and the Chinese instruments.  
 
Students' participation and engagement for this term reflect their desire for learning and 
inner tenacity to overcome challenges in online studies, and their quality of self-regulation is 
highly recommendable.  I look forward to seeing their continued improvement in learning the 
language.   
 

Background Class ~ Ms. Chen 

Our main theme in this term is Leisure Life with three sub-topics (common activities in China, 
weekend activities and holidays). In addition, a special topic about the Tokyo Olympics and 

Sports were learnt in class.  

Students learnt the vocabulary and grammar structures that assist them to understand the 
text in Chinese. Since this is a background class, majority of the students have little or no 
problem in their oral expressions and listening skills. However, their reading and writing skills 
are relatively weaker and need further reinforcement. Interactive games and quizzes are 
introduced and often used in class to assist students’ learning. I am pleased that the results 
of the quizzes are gradually progressing.  I will contact each student’s parent/s to discuss the 
progress of their child during this school holiday. 

There are assigned homework to complete each week and it is compulsory! The purpose is to 
help us assess if students have understood what we taught in class each week. It is also for 
students to practice their writing skills. I would suggest all students to take up the challenge 
to start writing diary twice a week using the characters they learnt in class. I am sure this little 
challenge will encourage them to continue to improve their learning in Chinese language. 

 



 

6 

 

  

 

For more information, contact Steve 
 at MCCI on 4229 7566   
email steve@mcci.org.au. 
 

 

 

 

 

     

 

HAVE SAFE AND HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 
 

Su-Lien Chen 
Principal 

17/09/2021 

Term 4  

Back to School 

Friday, 8 October @ 3.30pm 

MCCI’s free School Holiday Program is going 
online with some fun activities for young 
people from culturally diverse backgrounds 
and their friends. All welcome, no need to 
register!  

Thursday 23 September at 3pm – rock painting! 
Get creative, collect some rocks and have paint 
and markers ready for an online session of rock 
painting: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83374870976 

Wednesday 29 September at 4pm - join us for a 
fun Kahoot! 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83751140762 

Thursday 30 September at 4pm - Zoom workout 
with Lulu! Learn exercise tips from Lulu who is a 
qualified personal trainer. This online session is 
for everybody, all fitness levels: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85278366341 


