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Dear Parents, Caregivers & Students, 

  

 Big Congratulations to our two students – Tia Luu-Fenech and 
Brinley Gordon who recently received a Merit Certificate for the 2022 Minister’s Awards for 
Excellence in Student Achievement in the study of Mandarin Chinese at the community 
language school. The Minister’s Award for Excellence in Student Achievement is a prestigious 
award presented to students who have demonstrated high achievements in academic 
excellence, leadership, and commitment to the school community. The certificates will be 
presented to Tia and Brinley  by the Education Officer in term 4.  
 

  A total number of 17 students took the HSK (Hanyu Shuiping 

Kaoshi) and YCT (Youth Chinese Test) exams on the 9th of September. The results will be 
announced in November. 
 
All students are encouraged to take at least YCT Level 1 before completing the year 6 (stage 
3) program; and HSK level 1 standard before completing the year 10 (stage 5) program. For 
the more advanced students, they are expected to complete the HSK level 2 standard in year 
11. 
 
The next exam is scheduled in term 2, 2023.  
 

  It is very important to have close communication with 
parents, students, and staff. However, we would like to minimise imprint on the environment 
by going digital. From term 4 onwards, we will gradually reduce paper use and move to digital 
communication. Our aim is to fully switch from paper-based to email communication with 
parents and students from 2023 to minimise our impact on the environment. If you still wish 
to receive the paper copy of the newsletter and/or notes, please inform the school/class 

2022 Term 3 Newsletter 



2 
 

teacher. We are hoping to fully embrace digital technology as our main mode of 
communication in the near future.  
 

 Cultural Program: Moon Festival (2nd September 2022)  
 
Have you had the experience of making your own moon cakes? To celebrate Moon Festival, 
one of the traditional Chinese Festivals, on the 2nd of September, the Chinese school 
organized a mooncake making cultural experience activity. Besides revisiting the legends 
associated with the festival, all students and parents also had the opportunity to make and 
bring home their own moon cakes (snow skin moon cakes 冰皮月饼) under the guidance of 
Ms. Sun. Thank you to our staff for their dedication in making this festive celebration a fun 
and memorable occasion for our students.  

    

 

 Based on the students’ language proficiency performance and 
the class teachers’ feedback, the classes will be restructured in term 4 to better cater to 
students’ learning needs. Our goal is to place every student in the best language learning 
setting. The students’ language proficiency and learning styles and/or habits will be key 
considerations. We will review the feasibility of the adjustments in week three based on the 
class teachers’ evaluation and feedback.   

 

Class Teachers’ Report 

Stage K&1 ~ Ms. Sun 

Dear everyone 
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Once again, we come to the end of a term that has been packed with lots of fun learning and 
activities.  A big thanks to the students for their continued engagement with the lessons, but 
also a huge thank you to the parents and cares supporting our young learners. Without your 
support, our students would not have made such wonderful progress this term.  

We had a brilliant time learning all about the Chinese language. Students seemed to enjoy 
the lessons with a nice mix of games and activities to keep them all engaged. I have seen some 
really impressive improvement in all the students.  

Our theme this term was Shopping, in which we learnt about ways to use Mandarin to 
describe money, grocery shopping, and types of food and drink. Our main aims for this term 
have been for students to continue feeling comfortable using Mandarin, responding to simple 
and familiar language in songs and cartoon video, and to be able to recognise and write basic 
Chinese characters. 

A wonderful way to build on these great achievements is to help your child practise the 
language at home. Also, there are some good apps that make learning fun while helping to 
develop their language skills. 

One of the great highlights of the term would have to have been learning about the Moon 
Festival. We learnt about traditional stories connected to the Moon Festival. But one of the 
greatest highlights was making mooncakes. A little bit messy, but the students had a lot of 
fun. And they were very delicious! 

We look forward to seeing you all back for more fun learning in Term 4. 

Wishing everyone well and stay safe. See you next term. 

 

Stage 2&3 ~ Ms. Tan 

The theme for this term is “Shopping”. We learnt the following sub-topics: Currency, 
particularly the Australian and Chinese currencies, Different types of shops, Grocery Shopping 
and Household items.  
 
We took the opportunity to review numbers, focusing on big numbers, when we covered the 
topic of currency. Students learnt to identify the characteristics of Chinese notes, and how to 
ask and state the price of an item. Based on their understanding of the currency note, 
students designed their own currency note and presented their design to the class using the 
Chinese words they learnt in the lesson.   
 
Students also discussed the various types of shops that could be found in their neighbourhood, 
or that they had visited when we covered the topic of different types of shops. They also 
learnt some common grocery and food items that they bought from the supermarket when 
we did the topic of grocery shopping.  
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Finally, we explored the topic of household items. Since we had to convert Chinese class to 
remote learning because of road closures for the UCI 2022 Road World Championships, 
students shared some of the household items that they could locate in their room or around 
their house. They were encouraged to provide the Chinese names of those household items 
that they found.  I’m happy to say that majority of the students are capable of independent 
learning using the online dictionary or Google translate to aid with their language learning.  
 
To celebrate the Moon Festival, the Chinese school organised a mooncake making hands-on 
activity. Besides having fun making their own mooncakes to bring home, students learnt the 
Chinese words of the ingredients required to make a mooncake. Students also presented their 
own mooncake design based on the knowledge they had gained about the Moon Festival and 
mooncake-making. 
 
Students’ listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills were honed through a variety of 
language practice tasks and activities such as Questions & Answers (Q&A) speaking tasks, 
online games, whiteboard activities, breakout room activities, YouTube video clips, oral 
presentations, as well as print and online worksheets.   
 
I would strongly encourage students to apply what they have learnt in real-life situations, e.g., 
when they shop at a Chinese grocery shop, so that they can appreciate the utility and value 
of learning a second language. The online vocabulary flashcards available on the weekly PPT 
class notes is one good learning tool that students can rely on to practise their listening and 
speaking skills   
 
Last but not least, I wish you all a wonderful holiday! See you in Term 4!  
 
“You can never understand one language until you understand at least two.” Geoffrey Willans 
 

High School ~ Ms. Yeh 

This term, we have focused on the topic of “shopping”. By the end of the term, students 
should be able to recognise Chinese notes and coins, ask for the cost of things such as fruits, 
food, drinks and stationery, ask the price and size of a particular item and talk about different 
methods of payment. Students with prior learning experience have developed a greater 
ability to use Chinese with some flexibility by incorporating new structures and features into 
well-rehearsed language patterns. 

Language studying is a lifelong journey. Many former students are currently studying Chinese 
language at university after their HSC examination. This term, some of our students took the 
HSK Level 1 and Level 2 Chinese language proficiency test. The HSK certificate indicates 
students’ language learning skills which may give them an advantage when applying for 
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university. Students may also use their HSK results to apply for an exemption from beginner-
level language while studying Chinese at university. 

We also celebrated the Mid-Autumn Festival by making mooncakes during class.  Students 
enjoyed learning how to make the traditional Chinese festival food apart from learning how 
people celebrate the festival. I look forward to seeing our students maintain their positive 
approach towards Chinese language learning in the new term after working hard this term. 

 

Background Class ~ Ms. Chen 

The topic of this term is “shopping”. The background students learnt how to interpret the 
Chinese and Australian currencies, do shopping at different types of shops, particularly 
shopping for clothing.  

We began the term with  the simulation of our daily-life shopping as part of our effort to 
create a meaningful learning experience for our students: from the preparation of the 
shopping bags, entering the shopping mall, taking a cart, buying different items, checking the 
discounts, and then to the check-out process, etc. Moreover, students’ learning is 
supplemented with relevant materials from the Youtube clips, online and/or take-home 
activities further review colors, size, and the measure words learnt in class.  The activities 
cover all the four basic language learning abilities.  

Writing and reading (without pinyin) are the skills most lacking in majority of the students. To 
help students to improve on their writing skills,  they learnt how to use grammar structures 
correctly to write sentences, and gradually developed these sentences into a short essay. I 
would strongly encourage students to keep writing during this term break. Two diary entries 
will be a good start. Students who submit their homework can look forward to a ‘surprise’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2022 Term 4 

12/2 Parent/Teacher interview 

12/9 2nd School Report & End of year presentation 
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We hope you and your family are staying safe in this term break.  

On behalf of all staff, we wish you a wonderful term break and looking forward to seeing 
you in term 4. 

 

  

 

Su-Lien Chen 

Principal 

23 September 2022 

================================================================== 

Email: southcoastschool@gmail.com 

Contact No: 0418284503 

School Website: www.southcoastschool.com 

Term 4 
Friday, 14 October 2022 


